Laker F.U.N. Directory of Officers, 2008-09

President: Karen Ballard 429-1566
Vice Pres..  Connie Flood 429-8775
Secretary:  Jann Sullivan 428-0685
Treasurer: Cindy Adent 428-5276

Current Events & Contacts

Laker F.U.N. Meeting:
Trivia Night:

Western Trivia Round-Up
Catholic Schools Week:

1/7, 6:30pm ES
1/10, 6-10pm ES

1/25-31, all school

Burger King Coupon Sale: 1/28 start date
Winter F.U.N. Night: 1/31, ES
Market Day: monthly orders

Kelly Spencer: 428-9556
SCRIP: year-round

Business Office: 983-5529
Sunshine Committee:

Chan Marzke: 429-3993
Welcoming Committee:

Michele Armstrong: 429-2510

LMC PPT: Tuesdays, 1:00 ES
Prayer needs? prayerrequest@Imclakers.org

LMC Fund-Raising & Alumni Coordinator:
Chris Glendening: 429-0227, Ext. 15

LMC Administrative Contacts:

Mr. Berlin, Executive Director & MS/HS Principal:

jberlin@Imclakers.org 983-2511
Mr. Heath, Dean of Students & Athletic Director:
gheath@Imclakers.org 983-3154

Mrs. Maher, Elementary School Principal:
catholicprincipal@yahoo.com  429-0227

Mrs. Ordiway, Curriculum & Instruction:
jordiway@Imclakers.org 983-2511

Mrs. Payovich, Director of Business Services:
cpayovich@Imclakers.org 983-5529

Mr. Russell Cutter, President, CCEC:
ndfan1964@yahoo.com
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Laker F.U.N. News & Events

Over Christmas break, Laker F.U.N. officers and
volunteers won’t be putting their feet up to relax for
very long. They’ll saunter over to the Elementary
school on the first weekend after school resumes for
trivia night. This year’s theme is “Western Trivia
Round-Up.” Corral your friends and join us on
Saturday, January 10™. All you greenhorns are
welcome to join the old hands. Costumes are
encouraged and fun is guaranteed.

e Registration: $10/person with a 10 player limit
per table

e Food & Decorations: Each group brings food
and decorations for their own table.

e Time: Doors open at 6pm for set up with
games running from 7-10pm

e Drinks: Cash bar for wine and beer with free
soft drinks and water

e Prizes: Winning trivia team, best decorations,
heads-or-tails, and raffles

Catholic School Week will be observed nationally
from January 25-31, and we have some special
events on tap at LMC, including the Winter F.U.N.
night on January 31%. No matter the weather, kids
and parents will be inside getting a good mid-winter
workout playing games in the gym. Join us as we
celebrate not only the gift of Catholic education and
its legacy of service but also the additional benefit
of fellowship among Laker families.




A Christmas Greeting from Mr. Berlin

Winter has cast itself upon us, and the snow and
cold that accompany it has certainly not been shy.
This time of year is special for many reasons. We
are ending our calendar year and are almost half
way through the academic year. It is a time to
reflect on what has worked, and what is in need of
refinement. Above all, it is a time to recommit
ourselves to Christ as the Advent season reminds us
of the wonderful gifts we have received through our
faith in Him.

I sincerely hope that you and your families have a
fantastic Christmas season with Jesus as the
centerpiece of your celebrations. On behalf of the
entire staff at Lake Michigan Catholic, thank you
for all that you do for our schools and ultimately for
our students. Please know that you are in our
prayers always.

Elementary Essentials from Mrs. Maher

Advent is a time of patient waiting and here at the
Elementary school we try to keep our focus on the
imminent birth of our Savior, Jesus. Students in
Grades 3, 4, and 5 received the sacrament of
Reconciliation, and our entire school family spent
time in front of the Blessed Sacrament on Thursday,
December 11™. All of us look forward to this very
reverent day of Adoration followed by Benediction.
The students observe a silent lunch as well as
silence in the hallways throughout the school day.
With quiet music playing in the background and a
real sense of His presence, there is no better way to
prepare our hearts for Christmas morning.

Days like this remind us of how powerful the
prayers of close to 300 students can be. Kneeling in
front of the Blessed Sacrament and asking God to
help us create a clean, warm place in our hearts for
Jesus to rest, takes your breath away. Our children
need these opportunities to talk to God and allow
God to talk to them. Lake Michigan Catholic
Elementary School is blessed to be able to do this
daily, and especially on these Adoration days.

I’d like to join with all the staff here at the
Elementary school in wishing each of our families
and all those dear to them a very Merry Christmas
and a blessed New Year!

Mrs. Ordiway on Our Many Blessings

As the holiday season approaches, I would like to
take this opportunity to express my gratitude. As a
true learning community, it is through the
collaborative work of our Lake Michigan Catholic
Schools family that our students are afforded the
opportunities and learning experiences they have.

Thank you to our faculty and administration for
your dedication and all that you do to make our
mission statement a reality for all of our students.
We are blessed with sound leadership comprised of
people who desire the best for all of our children,
and support all efforts to provide a meaningful, high
quality Catholic education. The support staff in
every area is a blessing to the children we serve. In
the two years | have been part of the LMC family
I have witnessed each of these people go out of their
way on many occasions to help students and
families with a variety of situations without
hesitation or intent of recognition for their efforts.
Thank you also to Father Jim and Father Doctor
for their support of our students' spiritual needs.

LMC is very fortunate to have the generous
support of parents, family, friends, donors, and
the Catholic community, including our
numerous volunteers. | am aware that there are
many acts of kindness, large and small, happening
everyday, and | am sure that what | see is just a
fraction what occurs. Thank you for all that you do
for our students and to make LMC such a great
place for students to be and to learn.

Thank you also to the parents, who have
financially supported, donated food, and assisted
with the wonderful teacher appreciation luncheons
that have been provided for the staff on our several
professional development days during the past year
and a half. Not only have these working lunches
been delicious, they have allowed the staff to
increase the level of collegiality which is so critical
to a successful learning environment.

May God bless you and your family with a happy,
safe, and loving Advent season.



Giving Credit Where Credit Is Due

Many parents and students answered the call for
help from the Office of Curriculum and Instruction.
Whether it was assisting with the relocation of the
office, weekly curriculum projects, and the book
sale, the help was and remains invaluable. Our
appreciation goes to: Billy H., Zac Z., Kevin N.,
Kenny C., Tommy V., Michael B., Randi B.,
Kayleigh K., Shar Walsh, Patrice Schroeder.,
Sara Duris, Lee Ann Russell, Ferol Allen, Julie
Kessler, Bobbie Kinney, Heidi Colter, Chris
McQuillan, Lisa Blubaugh, Deb Sherwood,
Linda Rizzo, Michelle Agay, Sheila
Zellmer, Anne  Marie Goodell, and Helen
Marzke. The work that they do helps supports the
instruction of the teachers, which in turn strengthens
the learning of all of our students.

Jesus and Mary as a Focal Point

Visitors to the Elementary and the Middle-High
School will notice an addition to each of the
rooms—plaques, presented by Msgr. Osborn,
depicting Mary, the Seat of Wisdom. The plaques
serve as a reminder of Mary’s unique and
indispensable role as the woman through whom
Christ, the ultimate Wisdom, came into the world.

Fund-Raising Events

In conjunction with Catholic School Week, we will
kick off the annual Burger King coupon sale on
January 28™. The cost of each book is still just $3
with a value of over $70 at Burger King, Chili's
and Papa Vino's.

The Laker Nights at Culver’s have been
successful, with November’s profits being $233.
Additionally, students earn Christian service hours.
Despite the chilly weather, it has been
heartwarming to receive compliments from the staff
and Culver’s guests who comment on our
volunteers’ friendliness and work ethic.

The S.C.E.N.E. Auction is already underway.
Many volunteer opportunities exist now and
through the days of the Auction on April 17-18.
Contact Auction Chairman Chris Glendening at
429-0227 or cglendening@Imclakers.org.

Cloverleaf Spelling Bee: Gearing Up

The spelling team is working hard, coached by
Linda McPherson and Stephanie Rugg. We are
learning the rules that are particular to specific
languages. Knowing those rules, the students can
surmise the spelling patterns for words that have
come into English from around the world. Our
school spelling bee will be held in the LMC
Middle-High School cafeteria at 7pm on Monday,
January 19". Elementary librarian Mrs. Jan
Mathews will again be our pronouncer. The top
three spellers from that evening will go on to spell
in the Cloverleaf Spelling Bee at the Mendel
Center. This is an all-day event on Tuesday,
February 10™. Come out to one or both of these
events and support our spelling team!

Blue Tide's NEW Online Laker Locker
OPEN FOR BUSINESS!

Whenever there’s a need for Laker spirit wear,
make your first stop the Laker Locker. Point-and-
click viewing and ordering can be done via
www.Ilmclakers.org — Athletics — On-Line Laker
Locker Store. Custom items can be created with
ease at the webstore. There are items for everyone,
even stamps. Shipping and handling fees are
nominal but there are no sales taxes or set-up fees.
Create your personal Laker look!

Fans and guests at home basketball games will find
that Blue Tide members have some new fun in
store. New Laker Monster Basketball T-Shirts
are available for sale at the home games but
quantities are limited and going fast.

The new season bring the debut of the Blue Tide
Wheel of Fortune! At select home games, purchase
tickets and three winners will be drawn for the
chance to play. The 1* place winner receives a cash
prize or can turn it in for the chance to spin. The 2™
and 3" place winners will have a chance to spin for
prizes.

Thanks go to our Wheel of Fortune sponsors: Bit of
Swiss, Café Tosi, John Curtis" Shell, Port 412,
Schu's, Whirlpool, Blue Tide, and the Fred
Bournay family, who built our game wheel.



Preschool with Mrs. Grundy & Mrs. LaSata
Co-Starring Mrs. Holbert & Mrs. Allen

Ho, Ho, Ho, here we go...Christmas is almost here
and our three- and four-year-olds have been very
busy with many holiday activities

Our three- year-olds are learning about Jesus’ birth
and the real reason we celebrate Christmas. They
are enjoying working on their Christmas art projects
and singing wonderful Christmas songs.

The four-year-olds have been focusing on Advent
and preparing for Jesus’ birthday. Patience is a
concept they are learning to understand but it, like
the celebration of Christmas, comes with time.

The change from fall to winter brought a change in
the variety of birds we see outside our windows.
Along with many other facts we leaned in our
“Feathered Friends” unit, they learned why we have
those visiting birds, where our old friends went, and
how our year-round birds survive. The children
recognize birds as a part of God’s creation and we
are grateful for our non-feathered friends at Sarett
who taught us so many facts about birds in our
corner of Michigan.

Junior Kindergarten with Mrs. Fields

Our Letter People wish to thank Mrs. Hegg for
making their new bags. They have been a big hit
and we are nearly certain we heard a “Bravo!” from
Mr. B.

Our field trip to Sarett to learn about birds was so
much fun. Though they have certain things in
common, the birds we saw were different shapes,
sizes and colors, depending on where they live and
eat. The great blue heron wades through the water
on his long legs to catch fish. The horned owl's
huge eyes do not move like ours, and our heads
cannot turn as far around. The naturalists at Sarett
helped us understand that birds we see all the
time—Ilike finches and sparrows—have special
features. Watching them at the bird feeders, we
could see their quick, clutching feet and beaks that
are designed for eating seeds. We noticed that the
squirrels like seeds, too. The children also had an
opportunity to hold the very large boa constrictor.
Mrs. Fields was not as brave.

Kindergarten with Mrs. Hanley,
Mrs. Kuehn & Mrs. Mills

Our Kindergarten Pilgrims and Native Americans
joined together in the multi-purpose room for a
delicious rendition of the first Thanksgiving this
past month. The children enjoyed studying this
early part of our history, and preparing our
costumes for the occasion. The Kindergarten
parents and grandparents were the model of that
work-together-to-survive attitude, helping with
decorations, cooking and serving our feast.

December brought an exciting addition to our day
as well—Book in a Bag and the reading parents
program has begun. We are ecstatic to be sharing
our growing reading skills with our parents and
family.

The rooms were humming throughout Advent as we
prepared for our Christmas program which featured
kazoos this year! Joyful noise, indeed. Though we
are celebrating the birth of Jesus at our classroom
party, the needs of the community have not been
forgotten. The students are collection baby items
which we will donate to Birthright as a Christmas
offering to those mothers who are in need. What
better gift could we give the baby Jesus!

15! Grade with Mrs. Petsovich & Mrs. Faris

The new science series continues to earn our stamp
of approval and the 1* Graders are anxious to begin
the next unit, Sorting Things Out, after our
Christmas break. It centers upon physical science
and promises lots of hands-on fun.

We are now in our third reader of the year, Let’s
Learn Together! We are learning to spell many
seasonal word wall words like Advent and
Christmas. We are using our word processing skills
to type letters to Santa, and we mapped out the
route that the Pilgrims took to come to America. In
music, we have been singing and kazooing our
hearts out this month. Thank you to Mrs.
Gallagher for orchestrating another fantastic
Christmas program. In the midst of it all, we
managed to squeeze in a field trip to the Krasl Art
Center—such a treasure and a great place to revisit.

continued



In November, we dressed our 1% Grade turkeys with
all the things we are thankful for, and now we are
patiently waiting for the birth of Jesus. We light a
candle on our Advent wreaths each week. Our
Advent trees are in the hallway and receive a new
ornament each day. We are learning the true joy of
giving this season. Instead of having a student gift
exchange, each child is doing chores around the
house to earn five dollars to give to Sister Paulita
and the Readiness Center. The gifts we give will
grow in so many ways.

2"9 Grade with Mr. Deja & Miss McDonough

The staff at Sarett as seen a lot of Lakers in the last
few months, our 2" Graders among them! In
November, we participated in hands-on activities
that brought our classroom lessons about Native
Americans to life. We played games the Native
Americans played, and watched how they would
have built a fire. We even got to sit in a wigwam!
The firsthand experience showed the children how
tough it was for these people to survive hundreds of
years ago.

Both classes are learning about Advent and getting
ready for Christmas! We’ve decorated our
Christmas trees and are beginning some secret
Christmas art projects! Shhh! Our Secret Santa
project is underway. The students are being very
clever as they do good deeds for others without
being discovered.

Our first science unit on Earth’s land and water
concludes soon, and we will start the measuring
matter unit shortly after the first of the year. In this
unit we will be working with all kinds of different
units of measurement, including metric and
standard!

It’s become very busy here in 2" Grade! We
continue to work hard writing stories, learning how
to tell time, and being good citizens. When we
come back from break it won’t slow down; we’ll
begin learning cursive and multiplication soon!
Students might feel like saying, “Yikes!” but it is
really time for a “Yay!” because the teachers are
confident that this bunch is ready to roll in the 2™
semester.

3"Y Grade with Mrs. Bodley & Mrs. Bruder

The 3" Graders are excited as they try to “do as
Jesus would do” during Advent and as they prepare
for Christmas. They remember others as they make
decorations every month for the residents at Caretel.
For our classroom Christmas exchange, the students
collected gifts to be given to the children at the
Catholic Community Center. We are trying to think
of others with kind and caring hearts.

The students have mastered most of their cursive
letters and will be writing all assignments in cursive
in January. They are also working on memorizing
their multiplication facts, and will challenge
themselves to do their best on daily timed tests.
Both classes have completed several group novels
and projects, including Ramona and her Father and
Charlotte’s Web. Their reading experience has
been enriched by listening to parent volunteers who
visit the rooms to read. It is so important to hear the
spoken word and to see adults who enjoy reading.
Mrs. Bruder sends her thanks to Mrs. Salvano,
Mrs. Schueneman, Mrs. Garavalia, Mrs. Koenig,
Mrs. Morris, and Mrs. Hubbuch. Mrs. Bodley
sends her thanks to Mrs. Salvano, Mrs. Moen,
Mrs. Howard, Mrs. Kirwin, Mrs. Marciniak,
Mrs. Marzke, Mrs. Clarke, and Mr. Peters. You
are a blessing to us!

Thank you to all the parents who planned and
provided for our 3 Grade Christmas parties. We
wish everyone a joyful, safe and holy Christmas
season.

/

This month’s edition of
The Navigator was sponsored by

Kurt and Michele Armstrong
and Andrew

Wishing Laker families a most
blessed Christmas with the renewed
joy in God'’s promise revealed.




Mrs. Binger & Mrs. Zetts

and News Team 4
Arielle B., Grace G., Mia S. and Erika S.,
Contributing Journalists

The oral presentations of the characters from the
Dear America series proved to 4" Graders that
learning about our nation’s history can be both
informative and entertaining. Studying the
experiences of these fictional but fact-based
characters gave us a glimpse into many different
eras of American history. Among those were
William Thomas Emerson (Brenden B.), a
Revolutionary War Patriot and Margaret Ann Brady
(Hannah S.), a survivor of the Titanic. Biddy
Owens (Gavin C.) told us what it was like to be a
player in the Negro Baseball Leagues, and Amber
Billows (Angelica O.) dramatically described how
she and her family coped after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor. All the students did a great job presenting
their characters.

The Family Tree projects we created took a lot of
time and effort but the work was worth it because
we learned so much about our ancestry and
heritage. Mrs. Zetts asked us to be creative, and we
sure took her up on that request. Trees with
colorful, glittering leaves, posters of fish families,
shamrocks or bunches of balloons, flowering
trellises and mobiles hanging from the ceiling were
just some of the ways we displayed our projects. It
was intriguing to hear some of the odd names and
learn of about our ancestors’ countries. Did you
know that two of Morgan G.’s ancestors signed the
Mayflower Compact?  We discovered that Sarah
K. is of royal blood, having a Hungarian king and
queen as ancestors. Reagan H. is a descendent of
Johann Gutenberg, the inventor of the printing
press, and August T. is related to Betsy Ross.
Many of us brought in traditional ethnic foods to
share with the class. Maggie T. gave us Irish soda
bread. We had a taste of delicious Polish cookies
thanks to Maddie M. We will always remember
the Italian sweet bread, pannatone that Andrew A.
brought for us to eat. Thanks to the parents,
grandparents, aunts and uncles who helped us to
trace our ancestry and learn more about our own
heritage and ourselves.

5" Grade with Mrs. Fish & Mrs. Kurina

Happy Holidays! The 5" Graders are in the spirit of
giving!  During this Advent season, we have
undertaken three community service projects. The
first project is a Nativity Magnet Fundraiser, under
the direction of several dedicated parents: Mrs.
Agay, Mrs. Clancy, and Mrs. Langbo. The
students are spreading the word to keep Christ in
Christmas! Proceeds go to the Catholic Community
Center. The second service project involves Advent
Angels. The 5™ Graders will choose another
student from their class to “watch over.” The last
project was be to write a letter to our seminarians to
wish them a beautiful Advent.

Winter poetry has occupied the students for the past
month. We have learned how to write seven styles
of poems:  haiku, alliteration, onomatopoeia,
limerick, metaphors, rhythm, and rhyme. Mrs.
Mathews has assisted us creating a wonderful
professional looking cover during our computer
class, which helped us learn more about the layout
and publishing tools within Microsoft Word, and
how to find appropriate clip art through the
Microsoft website. Using the rhyming style, we
send this special Christmas poem to you!

Holidays can be a busy time

(We hope you are enjoying this rhyme)
Don’t eat too many delicious treats

They add pounds to your seat!

Remember to keep those you love near
And be thankful for all things you hold dear.
And most of all remember Christ’s birth
And how blessed we are He came to this earth.

A Treat for the Troops

The Boy Scouts’ annual Trails End popcorn sale
allowed patrons to buy popcorn for the troops
deployed overseas. As a school we held a one-day
fund-raiser to send a donation of popcorn to the
brave men and women who are defending our
freedom. We were able to raise $525.00 toward this
effort. The Scouts of LMC Pack #624 thank
everyone who donated to this cause and, though we
don’t know who received the popcorn, we know
that this gift from home was appreciated, especially
during the holidays.



5" Grade Junior Troop #555:  Since the
beginning of the school year, our 14 Girl Scouts
have been very active! In October on a beautiful
autumn day, the Troop visited the Schueneman
Family Farm to earn the Plants and Animals
Badge. The girls learned a lot about how potatoes,
gourds, pumpkins, sunflowers, and brussel sprouts
grow and about the animals on the farm. Special
thanks go to Mrs. Martha Schueneman for
coordinating this activity. Also in October, the girls
earned a Fun Badge during an outing to see the
American Girl Doll movie about Kit Kittredge, a
story of a clever and resourceful nine-year-old girl
growing up in 1934 during America’s Great
Depression.

In November, thanks to Dr. Almus and the staff at
the Nickerson Animal Health Center the girls
earned their Pet Care Badge. Dr. Almus gave the
girls a thorough tour of a veterinary facility. Also
in November, the Troop began something new to
Girl Scouting, the Junior Agent of Change Journey
Book. This 96-page book is a powerful journey for
5" Graders filled with ceremonies, circles, real-life
heroines and more. Along the way, the girls will
learn how their own power combines into team
power and then moves out to become community
power. The Troop will be working on this journey
for the balance of the year.

In December, the troop will be working on the Art
in 3-D Badge. During the first week the Troop met
at the Whitcomb Towers in St. Joseph, and brought
30 tabletop Christmas trees and various ornaments
to decorate with the residents. All the girls from
age 10 and residents to age 100 had many magical
moments! Once the trees were decorated, the girls
performed, singing various Christmas carols they
are practicing for the upcoming LMCES Christmas
program. The Troop’s Christmas events continued
with participation in the Reindog Parade, finally
winding up with the end of the year holiday party
and making gingerbread houses.

In the new year, there’s much more to be excited
about, including the Girl Scout Cookie Sale, a visit
to Camp Soni, and International Bazaar where our
girls will present the country of Brazil.

Regarding the business side of Girl Scouts, there
were many organizational changes in October with
Girl Scouts USA. Several councils have combined
and our Troop is now in the Girl Scouts of
Northern Indiana — Michiana Council (GS-NIM
for short) with headquarters in South Bend. In
addition, 5™ Grade will be the last year as a Junior
Girl Scout. For those girls wishing to continue Girl
Scouts, “Cadettes” are now 6"-8" Grade, “Seniors”
are 9"-10™ Grade, and “Ambassadors” are 11"-12"
Grade. The new program is highly focused on
leadership, and also has opportunities for college
scholarships.

Along with the changes, GSUSA introduced a new
fundraiser, selling nuts and candy this past fall.
Thanks to all who supported our Troop by
purchasing these items. Special thanks to Mrs. Lee
Ann Russell for volunteering to be the Nut &
Candy Mom.

The Troop continues to operate under its motto
“Fun and Flexible!”  Co-leaders Mrs. Tricia
Salvano, Mrs. Betsy Langbo and Mrs. Leona
Hamrock were officially trained in October and are
very proud to helm this group of girls as they learn
about leadership, friendship, life lessons, and more.




Michigan State University
Men’s Volleyball Team & Coaches present

Adult & Youth Volleyball Skills Clinics Pre-Registration
Saturday, January 24, 2009 at LMCES Gym
e Adults (out of high school), age 18 & Over: 10am — 12:00pm

e Students, Gr.7 —12: 12:30pm — 2:30pm
e Students, Gr.1—6: 3:00pm — 5:00pm

All clinics open to the public ~ all area schools invited to participate!

Cost: Pre-Registration $15/per student or adult with a $45 max. per family
$20 for everyone who registers on the day of event

BONUS: Every clinic participant receives a free pass for that evening’s MSU
vs. University of Notre Dame Men’s Volleyball match at LMCHS,
915 Pleasant St., St. Joseph! Doors open: 6:15; Game: 7:15

T-Shirts: “MSU vs. ND Volleyball” available; $10 additional; pre-orders with
pre-registration only by January 16" deadline.  Great for
autographs!

Please make checks payable to: Lake Michigan Catholic Schools

Clinics will be held at:
Lake Michigan Catholic Elementary School
3165 Washington Ave., St. Joseph, MI, 49085
| Mail Pre-Registration to this address
- by January 16" for discount & T-shirts.
MSU MENS VOLLEYBALL e L

Go to www.lmclakers.org for more info. or form downloads.

Please complete and return this registration form with a check payable to:
Lake Michigan Catholic Schools. Include additional $10 for each T-shirt.

Name:

School:

Grade/Adult: Amount Enclosed $

Contact Name & Phone/Cell:

T-Shirt Size, if ordering: (add $10 per T-shirt) Deadline: 1/16/09




