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Laker F.U.N. Directory of Officers, 2008-09 

 
President: Karen Ballard 429-1566 
Vice Pres.: Connie Flood  429-8775 
Secretary: Jann Sullivan  428-0685 
Treasurer: Cindy Adent  428-5276 
 

Current Events & Contacts 
 

Laker F.U.N. Meeting:      5/13, 6:30pm ES 
Spring Band Concert:      5/18, Rose Center 
Field Days:  Volunteers Needed! 
     Gr. 3-5:        Wednesday, 5/20 
 Patricia Salvano:      429-4938 
     PS-Gr. 2        Thursday, 5/21 
 Catherine Fraser:      429-6911 
Market Day:                   monthly orders 
     Kelly Spencer:                  428-9556 
SCRIP:                   year-round 
     Business Office:                  983-5529 
Sunshine Committee:  
     Chan Marzke:                  429-3993 
Welcoming Committee:   
     Michele Armstrong:             429-2510 
LMC PPT:                  Tuesdays, 1:00 ES 
     Prayer needs?  prayerrequest@lmclakers.org   
LMC Fund-Raising & Alumni Coordinator: 
     Chris Glendening:                429-0227, Ext. 15 

Laker F.U.N.  News & Events 
 

As the year comes to an end, Laker F.U.N. would 
like to thank all the parents who worked so hard to 
support our faculty and provide our students with 
the fun, family-oriented activities that make Lake 
Michigan Catholic a family.  We are always looking 
for more help. 
 
Maybe you or your family attended one of our 
events, and had a good time with fellow parents and 
students, yet you have some fresh ideas that could 
improve an existing event, or add a twist to our 
annual calendar.  Please consider this invitation to 
share those ideas and take a more active role in 
Laker F.U.N. The elementary years go by so fast—
make this upcoming school year the one that you 
reach out, lend a hand, and have some laughs along 
the way. 
 
The next Laker F.U.N. meeting is Wednesday, 
May 13th, starting with social time at 6:30pm 
followed by the business meeting at 7:00pm. 
 
 

LMC Administrative Contacts:  
 

Mr. Berlin, Executive Director & MS/HS Principal: 
jberlin@lmclakers.org      983-2511 

 

Mr. Heath, Dean of Students &  Athletic Director: 
      gheath@lmclakers.org  983-3154 
 

Mrs. Maher, Elementary School Principal:  
      catholicprincipal@yahoo.com 429-0227 
 

Mrs. Ordiway, Curriculum & Instruction: 
      jordiway@lmclakers.org  983-2511 
 

Mrs. Payovich, Director of Business Services:   
      cpayovich@lmclakers.org 983-5529 
 

Mr. Russell Cutter, President, CCEC: 
              ndfan1964@yahoo.com 
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Join the students and staff of 

Lake Michigan Catholic Elementary  
as we honor the Blessed Mother 

and welcome the 2 nd Graders 
as new communicants at Mass. 



 
 

Wanted for Laker F.U.N.:   
Welcoming Committee Chair 

 
This is a fun and very manageable role for an 
energetic LMCES parent who: 
 
·  likes to meet people. 
 
·  is able to organize start of school introduction 

event. 
·  will find class mentors to act as liaisons to new 

Laker families. 
 
Welcoming Committee is a perfect for a "newer" 
parent who remembers what it is like to be starting 
out. Contact Karen Ballard 429-1566 or 
kballard@wmis.net to sign up before the end of 
the school year. 

 
Wanted: Laker F.U.N. Vice President  

 
We are seeking an enthusiastic parent willing to 
shadow the 2009-2010 Laker F.U.N. president to 
learn how to step up and lead the organization in 
2010-2011 school year.  Qualifications include: 
 
·  attending the bi-monthly evening 

Laker F.U.N. meetings. 
·  the ability to organize, delegate 

and motivate others.  
 
The vice president’s role does not require much 
time.  Contact Connie Flood at 429-8775.  We 
would love to fill this position before the end of the 
current school year. 

 
 

Market Day Chairman Needed:   
Low Time Commitment! 

 
Current Market Day chairman, Kelly Spencer is 
seeking someone to step into her role of overseeing 
this fund-raiser.  It is the perfect volunteer job for 
someone with minimal time to give.  
Responsibilities take up just one half-day per 
month and include:   
 

·  once-monthly distribution sale flyers to 
classrooms. 

·  every fourth Tuesday heading up the sale 
from 1:30-4 pm with the Market Day Sales 
Rep assigned to our school. 

·  occasional e-mail publicity notices for school 
publications. 

 
Contact Kelly Spencer at 470-6930 to volunteer. 
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The Navigator  is co-sponsored by 
the Phil and Lynn Kalamaros Family,  

who offer some words to live by. 
 



Elementary Essentials from Mrs. Maher  
 
Lake Michigan Catholic students in Grades 3-9 did 
a fantastic job on their MEAP tests this year.  Our 
scores, along with our neighboring districts as well 
as the state average can be found on our website at 
www.lmclakers.org.  Please make sure to 
congratulate our students and teachers on theier 
exemplary effort.  We work hard as a staff to 
implement the State of Michigan curriculum, 
infused with the message of Jesus Christ, and year 
after year these test scores are proof of this hard 
work. 
 
Our biggest fund-raiser, the S.C.E.N.E. Auction 
means a big thank you is due to everyone who 
worked toward another successful weekend, all in 
support of Catholic education.  It was many months 
of work followed by a lot of fun.  I’d like to also 
thank my “grounds crew” here at the elementary.  
Trimming, planting, weeding the gardens and top 
dressing the mulch took place over a couple weeks, 
and the results speak for themselves.   
 
As we approach the final weeks of school and both 
the home and school calendar get more hectic, 
please remember that school is our #1 job!  
Learning takes place until the last day of school—
we need every minute we have to squeeze in that 
one last topic or concept.  Help us by valuing school 
work, and trying to provide adequate rest and a 
good breakfast for your children.  We treasure each 
moment with your children and look forward to an 
exciting, action-packed ending to our school year. 

 
Market Day Summer Pick-Up Schedule  

 
Market Day sales will continue this summer.  Pick-
up dates are June 23rd, July 22nd, and August 
19th with pick-up from 12-1 pm.  Be aware of the 
change in days for July and August from Tuesday to 
Wednesday.  Please be sure to pick up your orders 
on time as we will be unable to store orders due to 
the summer shut down of the school freezer. 
 
If anyone is unable to come during the 12-1 pick-up 
hours, please contact LMCES principal Jody Maher 
via e-mail at jmaher@lmclakers.org to make 
alternative arrangements. 

 
 
 

and a Hot Dinner! 
 

Lake Michigan Catholic Drama Club will be 
presenting “Hot Mikado,” an adaptation of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan operetta “The Mikado” in the 
IMH Memorial Gym at LMCES.  Show dates are 
May 1, 2, 7, 8 and 9 with all shows starting at 
7:30 pm.  Tickets can be purchased at the door 
or reserved by calling 269-930-2371; prices are 
$10 for adults and $5 for seniors and students.  
Discounts are available for groups of ten or more. 
 
Set in Japan, the show features a wandering 
musician named Nanki-Poo, looking for his true 
love, Yum-Yum, who is about to marry her ward, 
Ko-Ko.  What transpires is a lively tale that 
combines Gilbert and Sullivan's timeless style re-
orchestrated using 1940s popular musical 
harmonies and arrangements in a wide range of 
styles, including jazz, blues, and swing.   Many of 
the songs of “Hot Mikado” have the same name and 
melody as in The Mikado, but often have a twist.  
For those familiar with the show – just picture the 
Three Little Maids as The Andrews Sisters.  You 
can see where we are going with this. 

 
To add a little Japanese “flavor” to the show, Laker 
Drama will be hosting a fund-raiser dinner on 
Saturday, May 2nd in the Elementary School 
cafeteria.  Dinner before the show will include Pot 
Stickers, Teriyaki Beef, Sushi and other Asian 
dishes that will surely put you ‘in the mood.’ 
Reservations for the dinner are required and can be 
made by calling 269-930-2371.  Cost for the Dinner 
and Show will be $25.  Dinner will start at 6:30 
with the show starting at 7:30.  
 



Preschool with Mrs. Grundy & Mrs. LaSata 
Co-Starring Mrs. Holbert & Mrs. Allen 

 
Can you believe it?  The school year is winding 
down so fast.  We just got back from Easter break 
and now school is almost over.  Since school 
resumed, we have talked about pets, and how to 
make our earth a healthy, clean place to live.  Now 
that spring is in full swing, we can also learn about 
bugs, pond life, and prepare for Mother’s Day.  We 
will finish the month of May with zoo animals and 
summer fun. 
 
We have truly enjoyed Father Dan’s visits to the 
classroom.  Our children have learned so much 
more about our faith with his experiences and 
insights.  We also want to thank Mr. LaSata for his 
visit. He brought beekeeping paraphernalia for us to 
see, and explained how important honeybees are to 
raising fruits and vegetables in our area. 
 
The littlest Lakers end their school year a bit ahead 
of those big kids we meet in the hallways.  The last 
day of school for Mrs. LaSata’s morning class of 
three-year-olds is Wednesday, May 27th.  The last 
day of school for Mrs. Grundy’s three-year-olds is 
Thursday, May 28th.   All of our four-year-old 
students’ last day is Friday, May 29th.  Throughout 
the year, we teachers are grateful and humbled that 
you have entrusted your children to us.  Sunny skies 
would make our busy final month smoother but as 
we’ve learned, God made the world a good place, 
so we’ll take whatever He gives us.   

 
Junior Kindergarten with Mrs. Fields 

 
The JK had a fine, clear day for a trip to Sarett 
Nature Center to learn about making maple syrup.  
First, you have to know which trees are maples.  
The naturalists showed us how to do that without 
the leaves that we know so well.  Then they tapped 
the trees by placing a spile in just the right spot to 
let the sweet sap drip through it and into the bucket.  
Our friends at Sarett must work pretty hard because 
it takes 40 gallons of sap to make one gallon of 
syrup. The maple sugar candy was a tasty treat, too.  
Now that the new leaves have finally emerged, 
Sarett has a whole new look and lots of programs 
for young children and their families.  What better 
place to watch, listen and learn while wandering 
around in our own “backyard!” 

Kindergarten with Mrs. Hanley, 
Mrs. Kuehn & Mrs. Mills 

 
As if our classes weren’t lively enough, there's lots 
of new life in Kindergarten as we plant seeds, watch 
butterflies hatch, and compare living and non-living 
things.  Our new science unit has us observing 
worms in their own habitat, and we will take a field 
trip to Potawatomi Zoo to observe other animals 
as well.  Parents, watch backpacks for details and 
permission slips, and mark your calendars for 
May 28th if you'd like to join us for this trip. 
 
Meijer in Benton Harbor will be host to our Junior 
Achievement field trip.  Even at such a young age, 
it is beneficial for students to understand the 
concepts of earnings and savings, and commerce.  
We'd especially like to thank our JA volunteers 
Kristy Proos, Julie Pender, and Susie Lothschutz 
for all their hard work and guidance.  
 
We've come a long way in Kindergarten this year, 
and are proud of our accomplishments.  Be sure to 
join us as we conclude our year with a 
Kindergarten Graduation Ceremony on 
Monday, June 1 at 6:30 in the Multi-Purpose 
Room.  It will be an event you won't want to miss! 
 

This edition of the Navigator  is 
co- sponsored by the Lewis 

Family with a special message 
for Harry and Nina: 

   
We love you very much! 

from Mama & Daddy  
“Go Team Lewis!” 

 



1st Grade with Mrs. Petsovich & Mrs. Faris 
 
March and April were very exciting months in 1st 
Grade!  Throughout Lent, we recited the Stations of 
the Cross to help us remember our promises and 
Jesus’ suffering for us.  We also spent two Fridays 
during Lent this year singing the beautiful Chaplet 
of Divine Mercy!  Thank you Mrs. Gallagher, Mrs. 
Maher and Father Dan!  Finally, Easter arrived 
with joy when we sang Alleluia once again.  We 
began our New Life unit and we now have 
incubators complete with fertilized eggs that are 
expected to hatch in May.  Thank you so much to 
Laker F.U.N. for providing both classrooms with 
new incubators.  Our old ones were getting less 
reliable each year! 
 
More and more, the students’ diverse skills are 
coming together to produce quality work in every 
subject.  We are mastering the skills of putting our 
spelling words in ABC order, and writing complete 
sentences with proper punctuation.  We studied 
geometry in math class where we learned about 
planes, solid shapes, and symmetry.  We learned 
fractions and are busy finding sums with three 
addends. We are even learning states and their 
capitals.  Book reports with complete sentences 
were most recently introduced.  The 1st Graders also 
learned about the works of Claude Monet and 
Impressionism.  Then we painted our own version 
of Water Lilies and explored an interesting website 
where we made our own still life impressionistic 
paintings on the computer. Our Junior Achievement 
representatives, Sara Duris and Mimi Stockton, 
presented wonderful lessons with stickers, maps and 
all the manipulatives that help us learn.  We even 
learned the difference between needs and wants in 
our lives.    
 
The last field trip will be to Dutch Village in 
Holland, Michigan on May 20th, a fine reward for 
a year of hard work.  Don’t forget—our annual 1st 
Grade Book Show will be on June 1st.  Please help 
us by praying for pleasant weather during these two 
events!   
 

2nd Grade with Mr. Deja & Miss McDonough 
 
What a beautiful time to celebrate!  Both 2nd Grade 
classes have already received the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, and most will be receiving First 
Holy Communion in May!  Some students have had 
the opportunity already, and are excited to receive 
the Eucharist at school at the May Crowning Mass 
on May 12th! 
 
Regarding Reconciliation, Max J. says, “It was 
awesome, and afterward I felt like I could fly!” 
 
“I didn’t want to forget anything but I didn’t…I was 
really happy.” Emily C. said about making her First 
Holy Communion. 
 
Our new science kits continue to be a big hit!  We 
have just begun Plant Life, and so far the kids can’t 
get enough!  We are really getting our hands dirty 
with all the plants and seeds we are using in our 
experiments.  Already, we’ve been dissecting seeds, 
and we will be measuring, watering, and monitoring 
all sorts of plants in various conditions.  It’s a 
greenhouse in the second grade classrooms! 
 
More than plants are growing!  The 2nd Graders 
have started learning all about multiplication!  Our 
cursive keeps improving as we learn more letters.  
Paragraphs with clear beginnings, middles, and 
endings are now second nature to us.  We’ve also 
begun learning about pioneers and the Oregon 
Trail!  There is just no limit to how our knowledge 
can grow! 
 



3rd Grade with Mrs. Bodley & Mrs. Bruder 
 

We are “springing” into the last quarter, and are 
enjoying our many wonderful blessings from 
God…blooming flowers appearing all around the 
building, fresh green grass on the playground, and 
warm sunshine at recess and in the car line. 
 
Warmer temperatures bring swimming lessons at 
South Shore Health & Racquet Club.  Our first 
outing was on April 24th.  Young or old, swimming 
is one of the best ways to combine fun and fitness, 
not to mention safety since we live in a lakeside 
community. 
 
Along with our everyday studies, both 3rd Grade 
classes created landforms from salt dough after 
studying the topic in Social Studies.  A special 
thanks to the parents that helped with this project, 
and to Mrs. Dudding for the use of the Art Room.  
More thanks are due to Father Dan for visiting us 
each week.  He is such a wonderful teacher and an 
inspiration to our students by being present in our 
building as often as he can to share his love of the 
Catholic faith.  We learn so much from you. Fr. 
Dan!  We look forward to your time with us each 
week.  Thank you!   
 
Junior Achievement is well underway in both 
classes.  Mrs. Bruder’s class visited Silver Beach 
Pizza to end their JA program, Our City.  Thank 
you, Mrs. McCoy for meeting with us each week, 
and planning such a wonderful field trip.  Thank 
you to Mrs. Strickler  for meeting with Mrs. 
Bodley’s class to lead our JA instruction. 
 
MOMS!  Please join us to celebrate a very special 
Mother’s Day Mass!  Mark your calendars for 
May 7th.  This is a celebration for mothers and their 
3rd Graders only—no siblings  please.   
 

Mrs. Binger & Mrs. Zetts  
and News Team 4 

 
Famous faces again graced the halls of LMCES.  
“Oprah” was here for her annual visit to interview 
important historical figures from America’s past.  
After reading, researching and studying people who 
have made a difference in our country, students 
portrayed as one of these historical characters were 
interviewed by “Oprah,” AKA Lizzie S. and Erika  
S..  Both Oprahs did a fantastic job engaging guests 
and audience members, and asking probing 
questions.  The shows were big hits.  After all, how 
could they miss with guests like Neil Armstrong, 
Teddy Roosevelt, Walt Disney, Henry Ford and 
Rosa Parks? 
 
Grade 4 was honored to be invited back to 
participate in The Science Olympiad held on March 
5th at Lake Michigan College.  Twenty- four of our 
4th Graders competed this year.  We met students 
from thirty other area schools for a day of science 
challenges.  Once again our team used their 
extraordinary scientific brains and good decorum to 
wow the crowds. 
 
The team would like to thank all the chaperones:  
Kathy Allen, Michele Armstrong, Mary 
DeFrancesco, Christine Golden, Anne Hassett, 
Renae Starr,  Deb Stolte and  Sue Zilke who took 
us from event to event, and the Lake Michigan 
Catholic 8th Graders, Hayley B., Ella D., Jack H., 
Sydney L., Maria M., Alex R. and Nic Z., who 
ran our school event.  Kris Cutter  and Renee 
Hardman deserve special thanks for taking on the 
role of "Mrs. Binger" for the day.   We appreciate 
the efforts of Mrs. Mathews who procured our hard 
working middle school volunteers and Mrs. 
Pangilinan for making our attractive and 
informational nametags.      
 



5th Grade with Mrs. Fish & Mrs. Kurina 
 

The 5th Grade students put on an excellent Science 
Fair!  Everyone had fun and learned a lot—even the 
teachers.  Nothing blew up, in spite of what you 
heard. (Just kidding) The LMCE gymnasium fit our 
needs perfectly.  A big thank you goes to Mrs. 
Maher and Miss McDonough for helping us out so 
much, and also Mr. Beach who so agreeably let us 
share his space. 
 
Junior Achievement was just successfully 
completed. Mrs. Kibler , Quinn's mom, and Mrs. 
Brandt , Lily's mom, taught the 5th Graders about 
different kinds of businesses, interdependency on 
acquiring a product, and job availability.  They even 
filled out their first job applications.  We appreciate 
these special people, and all who serve us at our 
Catholic School. 
 
Everyone was looking forward to the S.C.E.N.E. 
Auction this year.  Last year, the Frazier family  
purchased an opportunity for their daughter, Jaci, to 
be Principal for the Day.  She had a lot of fun with 
Mrs. Maher.  Jaci got to sit with the teachers in 
church, partake of teacher snacks, speak at Mass, go 
out to a business lunch with the principal, and make 
several important decisions regarding the school.  
Unfortunately she rejected an increase in the 
teachers' pay because of the economy, and the daily 
request for free delivery from Starbucks for the 
teachers.  She said, "It's just not in the budget!"  The 
5th Graders were granted an extra recess this week.  
We guess it's just who you know.  Principal Jaci 
was and is such a fun person to work with, and 
answered all our questions with that cute, patient 
smile. 
 
The Hollacher family also purchased a non 
uniform day for the 5th Graders at the Auction.  The 
students enjoyed the chance to dress everyday 
clothes!  It really made the kids feel special, and we 
really want to thank them for the fun we had.  It was 
a great gift! 
 
 

The students have switched to our Family Life 
program in Religion.  We are learning about being 
made in God's image, and respect for life.  Class 
discussions have been going well, and the students 
are learning a lot. We are also stressing the 
importance of prayer and open communication with 
God and with their parents. 
 
Along with all classroom work yet to come, we are 
looking forward to graduation, and our end of the 
year events, Field Day, and our trip to Michigan 
Adventure! 
 

Individual Pursuits in Music 
 
From the first hesitant moments in 5th Grade, 
participation in band is a broadening experience as 
students learn that the very precise art of performing 
as a group is necessarily married to individual 
performance.  Each year, middle and high school 
students have the chance to pursue their musical 
interests beyond band by participating in the Solo 
and Ensemble Festival for Band and Orchestra.   
   
Among LMCHS students, sophomore Janine G. 
(bassoon), junior Daniel W. (trumpet), and senior 
Frank D. (trombone) participated.  All three 
students received Superior ratings on their 
instrument solos, qualifying them to go on to State 
competition on March 28th, where they performed a 
solo, played scales and sight read before a judge.  
Frank D. passed his Proficiency Level 3 exam, 
receiving the highest ranking. 
  
At the Middle School level, Kyle F. received a 1st 
division on his piano solo.  Kyle also joined with 
Michael A. for an alto saxophone duet which 
received a 1st division rating.  John G. earned a 1st 
division on his baritone saxophone solo with Juliet 
G. flute solo also receiving a 1st division.  
Performing duets on trumpet were Rebecca B. and 
Grace S. and Justin K. and Ben B., who received 
2nd division ratings on each of their selections. 
  
Congratulations to all of these students for 
demonstrating growing expertise and proficiency, 
and showing a high level of personal initiative for 
making the commitment to many hours of extra 
practice to be performance-ready. 



Scouting Around at LMCES 
 

4th Grade Jr. Juliette Girl Scouts:  We are very 
proud of Hannah S., Maggie T., and Morgan G. 
for earning the "I Live My Faith" medal, and the 
"International Catholic Neighbors" medallion, 
which were presented by Bishop Murray  at the 
Bishop's Scout Mass at St. Augustine's Cathedral in 
Kalamazoo.    The "I Live My Faith" program 
focuses on self-awareness and potential as a 
participating member of a group, family, 
community of faith, and as a citizen.  The Junior 
"International Catholic Neighbors" award links the 
Catholic Church and the Scouting Movement all 
over the world.  The fundamental lesson of each of 
the awards—that we are all part of something 
bigger—was nicely modeled by our own Deacon 
Mike Gallagher, who participated in the Scout 
Mass   
  
4th Grade Webelo I Scouts:  Congratulations to 
our 4th Grade Webelo Scouts, Brendan B., Grant 
D. and Andriejus G., for earning their Parvuli Dei 
(Child of God) award.  This award is given to 
Scouts who have completed the requirements to 
show that they have become more aware of God's 
presence in their daily life, especially in the family 
and community.  It was an honor to receive this 
award from Bishop Murray  on March 29th at the 
Bishop's Scout Mass in Kalamazoo. 
 

Laker Boys Achieve Eagle Rank 
 
Three Lake Michigan Catholic students, 8th grader 
Andrew G., 8th grader John G., and junior Daniel 
W., recently attained the rank of Eagle Scout as 
members of Boy Scout Troop 624.  An Eagle Scout 
Court of Honor will be held in May at St. Joseph 
Parish South honoring their achievements. Scouts 
must complete requirements for seven ranks, earn 
21 merit badges, hold leadership roles and lead a 
service project to earn this rank. Less than two 
percent of Boy Scouts achieve this goal. 
 
For his Eagle Scout Service Project, Andrew built 
storage shelves in a distribution center at St. Gabriel 
Catholic Church in Berrien Springs, Michigan 
where clothing, toys and other items are collected 
and donated to area migrant workers. Several 
friends, family, and troop members helped Andrew 
with this labor intensive project which took 125 
man-hours to complete.  
 
John completed work for Habitat for Humanity’s 
Crystal Estates community in Benton Harbor. The 
project included erecting the towers for the 
neighborhood gateway sign, working to prep the 
berms for landscaping, mounting the sign, and 
installing vinyl siding and copper caps on the posts. 
John’s project took 134 man-hours to complete.  
 
For his Eagle Scout Service Project, Daniel 
assembled a garden shed at the Catholic 
Community Center in Benton Harbor. The shed 
holds supplies and gardening equipment for a 
neighborhood garden that is overseen by the Sisters 
of St. John’s Catholic Church. Families and 
individuals in the low-income community are 
allowed to use the center’s gardening plots and are 
given seeds to plant and use of the tools. The 
gardeners are also taught how to garden and care for 
plants. When he was finished, Daniel’s project 
clocked in a 158 man-hours.  
 
Congratulations to each of the boys on achieving 
Eagle Rank, and for modeling Christian charity by 
conducting projects that both serve and elevate the 
needy in our community. 

Congratulations 
New Eagle Scouts 

 

 
 

 


