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Laker F.U.N. Directory of Officers, 2008-09 

 
President:  Connie Flood  429-8775 
Vice Pres.: Volunteer Needed 
Secretary:  Jann Sullivan  428-0685 
Treasurer: Cindy Adent  428-5276 
 

Current Events & Contacts 
 

Laker F.U.N. Meeting:            11/3, 6:30pm ES 
Muffins with Mom:             11/13, 7-8am 
Holiday Pie Order:             11/11 
     Chair:  Jeanette Conklin:     429-3886 
Fall Festival: NEW DATE        11/20, ES 
Christmas Cookie Walk:      12/12-13, parishes 
     Chair:  Julie Kessler:        429-1134  
Market Day:          monthly orders 
     Tracy Glotzbach:                  428-8256 
SCRIP:                          year-round 
     Business Office:                  983-5529 
Sunshine Committee:  
     Heather Chapman:            556-9395 
Welcoming Committee:   
     Dot McNerney:                  556-9667 
LMC Fund-Raising & Alumni Coordinator: 
     Chris Glendening:                429-0227, Ext. 15 
Navigator Deadlines:           12/2, 2/10 
     jmathews@lmclakers.org    429-0227  

Laker F.U.N.  News & Events 
 

By the time The Navigator lands at families’ homes, 
in paper or electronic form, we hope all the children 
are fever-free, ready to enjoy October’s festivities.  
The annual Fall Festival fun, chaired by first-timer 
Angela Zay, has been rescheduled thanks to H1N1, 
this season’s most popular costume (insert sarcasm 
here!)  Thank you, Angela, for stepping up during 
such a busy week.  Thanks go to Jennie Peters and 
her crew for the well-intentioned planning of our 
annual Halloween party, which unfortunately was a 
casualty of illness. 
 
If the full parking lot and the amount of coffee 
consumed are indicators, Doughnuts with Dad was 
a success.  Lynn Hegg kept the doughnuts coming, 
and the coffee and juice flowing for the overflow 
crowd.  Mark your calendars for Muffins with 
Mom, to be held from 7-8am on Friday, 
November 13th.  
 
The next months will see two major fund-raisers 
that have one thing in common—they are 
mouthwatering!  The Homemade Pie & Dessert 
Sale is chaired by Jeanette Conklin, and the 
December Cookie Walk at the parishes has Julie 
Kessler at the helm.  Both events, prior to 
Thanksgiving and Christmas respectively, need 
volunteer bakers.  Watch those backpacks and 
lmclakers.org for baking, order, and delivery dates. 
 
We are on the lookout for a couple of volunteers.  A 
vice president is still being sought, and the 
Mother/Son event, for which we already have some 
fun ideas, is in need of someone to take the reins.  If 
you can help in any way, please contact a Laker 
F.U.N. officer, or come to the next general 
meeting on Tuesday, November 3rd, for the social 
at 6:30 followed by the 7:00 business meeting. 

LMC Administrative Contacts:  
 

Mr. Berlin, Executive Director & MS/HS Principal: 
jberlin@lmclakers.org      983-2511 

 

Mr. Heath, Assistant Principal &  Athletic Director: 
      gheath@lmclakers.org  983-3154 
 

Mrs. Maher, Elementary School Principal:  
      catholicprincipal@yahoo.com 429-0227 
 

Mrs. Payovich, Director of Business Services:   
      cpayovich@lmclakers.org 983-5529 
 

Mr. Russell Cutter, President, CCEC: 
              ndfan1964@yahoo.com 

 



Elementary Essentials from Mrs. Maher 
 
I’d like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all our 
volunteers!  With the change in date for 
Confirmation and the use of our gym, everyone 
pitched in order to have both the Fall Festival and 
the annual Halloween party on the same day.  I 
know this stretched our volunteer base, and yet as 
always, our Laker volunteers came through. 
 
As technology increases along with our printing 
costs, we are going to begin publishing The 
Navigator on-line only beginning with the 
November/December issue.  We will be providing a 
hard copy to anyone who would still like to view it 
this way.  If you would like to have a hard copy, 
please fill out the request form at the bottom of 
this page, cut it out and send to school with your 
son or daughter.  We will forward The Navigator 
to you through your youngest student.  
 
Lastly, we wish a bittersweet farewell to Mrs. Lee 
Pangilinan.  Mrs. Pangilinan is currently the 
secretary for Mr. Heath in the Assistant 
Principal/Athletic Director’s office at our 
Middle/High school.  We know she’s only a phone 
call away but it will not be the same here without 
her.  The Middle/High school is blessed to get her 
and her myriad talents as well as her beautiful 
model of faith and work ethic to emulate.  We 
welcome Mrs. Ann Traugh  back full-time, along 
with Mrs. Kelly Spencer will be working mornings 
at the front desk.  Please give her an enthusiastic 
Laker welcome when you see her.  Mrs. Spencer 
graduated her older daughter, Sarah, from Lake 
Michigan Catholic last year and she is currently at 
Grand Valley State.  She has a son, Benjamin, and a 
daughter, Emmy at the Middle/High school.  Her 
first week being the same one that H1N1 landed at 
the Elementary might have scared off a less hearty 
soul but she handled it wonderfully, and proved she 
is a fine addition to our staff. 

Fund-Raising Directory On-Line 
 

Our fund-raising coordinator, Chris Glendening, is 
always watching for easy ways for families and 
friends of LMC to support our school, and there are 
no easier ways that to take advantage of corporate 
giving programs that require no additional outlay 
beyond normal purchases. 
 
A convenient Fund-Raising Directory is now 
located within the Alumni & Development section 
at www.lmclakers.org.  Please forward the 
homepage address to your friends and relatives.  
The directory includes all the instructions for 
participation along with handy clickable links for 
every program.  Simply register and designate our 
school as beneficiary—it couldn’t be easier. 
 

Culver’s Night – Coming November 16 th! 
 

The October Culver’s Night earned a $190 donation 
for LMC.  Also important is the visibility it brings.  
Volunteers of all ages are needed to deliver food, 
clean tables, and greet guests.  Parents or students 
who can help on November 16th should contact 
Chris Glendening at cglendening@lmclakers.org 
or call 757-4391.   

 
About Those Campbell’s Labels…  

 
The Labels for Education program was changed 
several years ago, and made more convenient by 
using the smaller UPC and logo rather than the 
entire label.  Please remember to collect only: 
 

 
 

Printed Navigator Request – Return to LMCES Office 
 

Family Name:_______________________________________ ________ 
 

Youngest Student’s Name & Teacher:_________________ _________ 
 



Preschool with Mrs. Grundy,  
Mrs. Hanley & Mrs. Cutter  

 
Our Little Laker Preschoolers are beginning to feel 
more and more comfortable in their school 
surroundings.  Learning to trust teachers, 
understanding personal space, sharing and caring 
along with the making of new friends has kept us all 
on our toes. 
 
The 3-year-old classes are continuing their journey 
in learning about their senses. God’s gifts of 
hearing, seeing, smelling, touch, and taste have 
shown us his goodness and His love for us. We’ve 
had great fun marble painting, smelling scented 
markers, finger painting, and tasting sweet, sour and 
salty foods. 
 
The 4-year-old classes have been learning about 
their zoo friends in our Zoophonics program.  Allie 
alligator, Bubba bear, Catina cat, Deedee dear, and 
Ellie elephant have helped introduce units on 
apples, butterflies, color, dinosaurs, along with 
exercise and healthy habits.  With all that activity, 
we even managed to fit in two field trips.  We 
visited Jollay Orchards for cider-making 
demonstrations and wonderful donuts at Grandpa’s 
Cider Mill.  We also were fortunate enough to go to 
the Coast Guard Station and learn how our Lake 
Michigan is patrolled and made safe for all who use 
our wonderful lake and beaches. Thanks to the 
Jollay family and Chief Buckman for our 
wonderful experiences. 
 

Junior Kindergarten with Mrs. Fields 
 
Our 2nd month has been a month of firsts.  We 
began attending Mass. The children have been 
attentive, and are participating by singing the songs 
they have been learning from Mrs. Gallagher.  We 
have also had our first Computer class.  Each of 
these “extras” demonstrates that the JK’ers are able 
listeners, which is so important to everything we do. 
   
Two new Letter People appeared in our classroom 
but they arrived in different ways.  Quiet Ms. F 
taught us all about fall foliage—how appropriate 
this time of year.  Mr. N has been tons of fun with 
his noisy nose.  We explored all kinds of "noise" 
words. 
 
Our field trips were great!  We had such a good 
time at Jollay Orchards.  The rainy weather did 
cancel our hayride but it was more than made up by 
a trip down the road to Grandpa's Cider Mill.  It was 
so interesting watching the freshly pressed cider 
filling the gallon jugs at the end of the line.  The 
cider and doughnut samples were mighty tasty.  We 
also visited the Coast Guard Station, and learned 
what valuable community helpers the members of 
the Coast Guard are.  They help keep our fun 
summer days on the water safe but they work 
throughout the year, even in the fall and winter 
months when Lake Michigan is in a bit of a mood. 
 
Prayer has been the topic of discussion this month.  
We know that God hears all our prayers and we 
learned that even if his answer isn't exactly the one 
we want, it is the answer that is best for us. 

 ���������	
������
���
�
��������	�������
������������������

����������	��

����
���� �����
!�	��
���"�#��$�



Kindergarten with Mrs. Kuehn & Mrs. Mills 
 

October winds blew fun and excitement into the 
Kindergarten rooms.  We enjoyed using our new 
rosaries as we joined the school in our daily Rosary 
recitation throughout the month.  We thank our 5th 
Grade helpers and Father Bill  who blessed them 
for us.  We will keep these close to our hearts. 
 
To kick off our Halloween fun, we went on our first 
official field trip of the year.  We loaded the bus and 
off to Jollay Orchards we went!  We began our 
afternoon spending time with the pigs, goats, sheep, 
and the other farm animals.  After our hayride to the 
pumpkin field, we all had a great time picking out 
that perfect pumpkin.  We listened closely as Mr. 
Jollay, Jack’s dad, told us all about apples and apple 
cider!  We even got a taste test.  We really enjoyed 
carving our class pumpkin—hope it didn’t scare 
you to much, Mrs. Maher! 
 
In spite of a number of absences, the students 
managed to complete some wonderful seasonal art.    
Be sure to check out our hallway for all the 
“spooktacular” art activities that we have worked 
hard on all month.   
 
Don’t forget to keep up with Laker Kindergarten at 
the class webpage.  Go to www.lmclakers.org then 
click on “Teacher Webpages” under the Services 
heading on the left navigation bar.  We are 
continually added new notes and pictures! 

 
1st Grade with Mrs. Petsovich & Mrs. Faris 

 
Bats, spiders and owls, oh, my!  We learned 
interesting facts, heard many stories, both fiction 
and nonfiction, and wrote collaborative books about 
these interesting living things created by God.  We 
also wrote an autumn rebus and learned about 
Christopher Columbus.   
 
Our field trip to Stover’s was perfect!  We had 
beautiful, Michigan autumn weather, and learned 
many facts from Mrs. Stover about the Native 
Americans who lived here before us.  Our stroll 
through the apple orchard, raspberry bushes, 
grapevines, and pumpkin patch was wonderful.  The 
hayride was great fun!   
 

Thanks also to all of you who supported our annual 
Walk for Catholic Education.  Meeting Bishop 
Bradley that day was an added treat!   Your hard 
work, generosity, and organization are very much 
appreciated! 
 
We begin each morning in October with the Rosary, 
and we sing Our Morning Offering.  We learned 
about St. Francis and Our Guardian Angels this 
month.  We enjoy and emphasize our Catholic 
heritage each day we come to school. Catholic was 
even a spelling word this month!  We discuss 
Sunday’s Gospel at the end of each week.  
 
We have all become more acquainted with each 
other this month and have settled in comfortably 
with our 1st Grade “family.”  It’s hard to believe the 
first quarter has already ended but we are not 
looking behind—we have to look where we are 
going, and that is forward! 
 

2nd Grade with Mr. Deja & Mrs. Fish 
 
Our fall has been busy; 
we're 2nd Graders now you see. 
There's more reading and writing 
and work, we agree. 
 
The sacrament of the Eucharist 
is also studied to a "T." 
We're hoping the more we learn 
the closer to God we'll be! 
 
Father Mike visited, bringing us 
doughnut holes galore. 
He made a big hit! 
We hope he visits more and more. 
 
We've created haunted houses,  
scarecrows, and paintings and such. 
That leaves us really feeling that 
we love art so much! 
 
Remember, as we do, 
as the fall days stream past, 
God created a wonderland 
of colors for us, at last! 



3rd Grade with Mrs. Bodley & Mrs. Bruder 
 

MEAP, MEAP, MEAP!  The 3rd Graders made it 
through the MEAP tests by concentrating and doing 
their best.  When asked how the students felt about 
the MEAPs, everyone agreed, “They were kind of 
easy, and kind of hard.” 
 
During October, the 3rd Graders worked on a 
community service project called Trick-or-Treat so 
Our Community Can Eat!  We decorated trick-or-
treat bags, and everyone helped collect non-
perishable food items and toiletries to be placed in 
them.  We donated all of the items to the Catholic 
Community Center. 
 
The students also decorated paper jack-o-lanterns to 
be given to Caretel.  We remember the wonderful 
residents every holiday by making a small craft 
project for them.  This is our way of showing that 
we care about others, and try to always “do as Jesus 
would do”. 
 

Mrs. Binger & Mrs. Zetts  
and News Team 4 Correspondents 

Max B., Katie S. & Jesse S. 
 
Learning about the eye has been exciting in Science 
class.  We can now identify, with confidence, the 
parts of the eye and their functions.  The best part 
was dissecting the eyeball.  What did we expect to 
discover as we did this fun activity?  Both Anna L. 
and Leo C. could not wait to ‘stab’ the eyeball and 
see inside.  Madelyn S. thought dissecting an 
eyeball would be like playing with a toy.  However, 
Sal G. was a bit fearful the black juices of the eye 
would squirt all over him and others.  Ask a fourth 
grader how the activity really went, and what was 
learned. 
 
On Friday afternoons we meet with our 1st Grade 
amigos/buddies.  Mrs. Binger’s class studies 
Spanish with their amigos while Mrs. Zetts’ class 
and the 1st Graders share Weekly Readers.  How do 
the students feel about the program?  “I like my 
reading buddy because he is very smart and nice,” 
Peter M. remarked.  Tanner N. commented, “I feel 
like a parent, teaching.”  “It feels good to have a 1st 
Grade amigo.  It’s fun to hang out with little 
people,” added Anthony S..  The 1st and 4th Grade 
teachers agree all have benefited from the “buddy” 
system of learning. 

Nightly homework assignments are a big part of 4th 
Grade.  We always have Spelling and Math 
homework.  Many evenings we have homework in 
other subjects, too. We asked a few students about 
their homework load.  Myles C. thinks he has no 
problem with the amount of homework every night, 
and Katie S. considers the kind of homework to be 
fine but would like have less of it.  However, 
Mackenzie M. sums up her opinion pretty clearly, 
“My backpack is just too heavy!”   Sorry, 
Mackenzie, we do not see any relief in sight soon. 
 

5th Grade with Mrs. Kurina & Mrs. LaSata 
 

The 5th Graders, courtesy of Mrs. Mary Dudding , 
had an opportunity to visit the University of Notre 
Dame.  The weather was beautiful as we explored 
the campus.  The students toured the Snite Museum 
and the Basilica of the Sacred Heart.  Some of the 
students’ impressions were: 
 
“The fieldtrip was so fun!  We went to Mass at the 
Basilica.”                                                       Sam H. 
 
“The Grotto was so peaceful.”                 Reagan H. 
 
“The church at Notre Dame was beautiful.  It was 
almost all blue and gold.”                              Erin S. 
 
“I really liked the African costumes in the Snite Art 
Museum.”                                                    Lizzie S. 
 
“It was really fun.  We went to Mass.  The church 
was so big.  There was actually a real piece from 
Jesus’ cross there.”                                       Cody F. 
 
“The Basilica was beautiful.  We loved the stained 
glass windows.”                    Maggie T. & Emily Z. 
 
In addition, the students are working diligently, 
putting their research and writing skills through 
their paces.  They have just finished their first 
formal essay on the Transcontinental Railroad.  It 
was hard work, and we are happy with the students’ 
effort.  All Saints’ Day is around the corner, so the 
students have just completed writing their saint 
papers.  Their focus was to create a paper on how to 
be more like their chosen saints.  Each one is 
unique.  They are displayed outside our classrooms, 
so stop by and read them. 



Physical Education with Dr. Learman 
 

For Grades 1-5, we finished up with leaping, and 
are continuing to work on aerobic fitness and 
flexibility.  We have worked on instep kicking.  
Your child should know and be able to demonstrate 
a proper instep kick following these steps:  look – 
leap – bend – swing – kick with instep – touch 
toe (opposite arm) 
 
With the K-5 students, we are working on foot 
dribbling. Students should be able to dribble with 
the inside, outside and top of their foot.  More 
advanced students should be able to do this without 
looking at the ball and while running. We also 
worked on stopping (trapping the ball). 
Kindergarteners have just started with this.  It is an 
intricate skill that requires concentration and body 
awareness, yet it is a fun way to develop both.  We 
will close out the kicking and dribbling skills with a 
few days of games.  
 
We have also been working on proper lift-and-
carry posture.  Your child should know and be 
able to demonstrate the following: 
 
1. Stand close  
2. Bend (knees and hips) 
3. Grab (under the object) 
4. Lift (come straight up chest first) 
5. Shoulders back (carry) 
6. Lower (bending knees and hips) 
 
The 4th and 5th Graders have started working on low 
back and abdominal strength doing: 
  
1. Abdominals curls 
2. Abdominals twist 
3. The Sitting up exercise 
 
Kindergarteners and 1st Graders are working on 
walking properly as well as the value of walking as 
a life-long activity. Students should know the 
following 4 keys to proper walking form: 
 
1. Stand tall (shoulders over hips) 
2. Feet straight 
3. Heel to toe 
4. Slight arm swing (in direction of movement, 

elbows slightly bent)  
 
Please contact me if you have any questions by 
sending an e-mail to jlearman@lmclakers.org.  

After-School Care News 
 
The kids in After-Care started off our month 
learning about all the ways we can stay safe at 
home, school and on our bikes.  By adopting 
common sense practices, safety can be a natural part 
of our lifestyles.  We studied safety signs and made 
stoplights to hang in our room.   by Room 7 and 
see.  We could not let the month go by without 
celebrating all things apple—juice, apple cider and, 
of course, caramel apples were among the treats. 
 
Apples aren’t the only harbinger of the season.  If 
you step in our room, you’ll find bats and spiders all 
around as we learned about these fascinating 
creatures and had fun making glittery spider webs.  
We topped off the month with some Halloween fun 
in crafts, games and spooky snacks. 
 
Another “Good Apple” has been picked this month.  
Congratulations to Adriana N. for being a 
wonderful example of how Jesus would like us to 
treat others in our actions and words. 
 

Market Day Bonus Days 
 

We’d like to thank everyone who supported our 
October Market Day sale.  Market Day is pleased to 
offer Dessert Bonus Days this month with fourteen 
high quality pies, cheesecakes and individual 
desserts.  When you purchase three desserts, you’ll 
receive a FREE 12 oz bag of coffee!  Please look 
for your November order guide to come home soon 
or visit marketday.com to order today.  Also note 
that Holiday Cookie Shapes Kits are available this 
month.  Purchase them now to be ready for Laker 
F.U.N.'s Cookie Walk in December. 
 
 

 
 
To our Laker Families, 

  

On behalf of my daughter, Anne and son-in-law, 
Dave, and our precious granddaughter, Lily 
Marie, who we are praying for, Aurelio and I 
would like to thank you for your thoughts and 
prayers.   

 

We gratefully appreciate your spiritual support 
and kindness.  With our heartfelt thanks, 

 

Aurelio & Lee Pangilinan



 
 
 
 
 

Cub Scout Pack 624 News:  It's been a busy fall already for the Cub Scouts.  The recruitment drive was 
very successful as we added 17 new Scouts to our ranks.  All of these Scouts have set and reached a goal, 
earning and receiving their Bobcat badges. 
 
On October 17th, during the Cub Camp Preview, Pack 624 took top honors in the Cubmobile races held at 
Lane Automotive.  Our new Tiger Den took first place!  Tiger team members who took home the gold were 
Andy C., Evan B., Jack P., Andrew G., Vito L., Michael T., Jack P., William B., Easton D. and 
Nicholas C..  Among the Webelos, Cody F., Jack B., and Grant D. from Troop 624 were joined by fellow 
Scout Jared K..  These boys were the first place winners at the Webelos level. 
 
 
To finish off the month we headed to Kalamazoo for an overnight campout where we hiked, earned belt 
loops, and cooked our own meals. 
 
November brings the Trails End Popcorn Sale, which is the largest fund-raiser that supports Scouting 
activities throughout the year.  All the Cub Scouts are eager salesmen, ready to do their part.  The boys can 
tell you all about the variety of popcorn products that are available. 
 
The remainder of the fall will find all the boys working hard to reach the next advancement in time for the 
Blue and Gold Banquet.  Good work, boys, and keep up the pace! 
 
It’s not too late to join the Cub Scouts.  Scouting is a valuable experience that teaches skills that are called 
upon time and time again as the boys grow older.  Contact Cubmaster Chris Hubbuch at 
chubbuch@yahoo.com with any questions. 
 

R-r-o-o-o-w-w-w-r-r-r!  
 

Missing the 
Trails End Popcorn 

Sale gets my 
back up! 



 
 
 
 

LAKER F.U.N. 
  

HOMEMADE PIE & DESSERT SALE  
 
Let LMC help with your holiday baking—just in time for Thanksgiving and Christmas!  Fillings are 
homemade and pies are assembled by a group of Laker F.U.N. bakers at the elementary school kitchen.  
Each delicious pie is frozen and includes instructions for baking.  Just bake and enjoy!       
 

Your pies will be available for pick-up on Wednesday, November 25th   
at the Lake Michigan Catholic Elementary School kitchen  

between 7:30-8:15am and 10:30-11:00am. 
 
Fr. Bill reminds us that the Catholic Community Cen ter would enjoy some pies for their holiday 
celebrations.  Please consider ordering an extra pi e for the Center— LMC will gladly make the 
delivery for you.     
 
Use the order form below and send it along with your payment to: 

 
LMC Elementary School Office 

ATTN:  Pie/Dessert Orders 
3165 Washington Ave., St. Joseph, MI  49085 

Deadline:  Wednesday, Nov. 11 . 
 

Questions?  Call Angie Seger at 208-7525 or Jeanette Conklin at 429- 3886 
 

Thank you for supporting Lake Michigan Catholic schools! 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------------Detach and return by Wednesday,  Nov. 11 --------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 

HOMEMADE PIE & DESSERT SALE – ORDER FORM 
 

#_____ Traditional Pumpkin Pie (9” frozen, unbaked):  $10.00 
#_____ Mile-High Apple Pie with Crumb Topping (9” frozen, unbaked):  $10.00 
#_____ Sugarfree (Splenda) Apple Pie (9” frozen, unbaked):  $12.00 
#_____ Cherry Pie (9” frozen, unbaked):  $10.00 
#_____ Turtle Cheesecake (9” frozen, no baking required):  $12.00  
#_____ Pumpkin Chiffon Pie (9” frozen, no baking required):  $11.00 

 
$_____ Donation to the Catholic Community Center (Thank you!) 

 
 
Total $ enclosed:  ________  (please make checks payable to Lake Michigan Catholic) 
 
Your name:  ______________________________________ 
 
Your phone number:  _______________________________ 

 
Order Today!  

 


