Laker F.U.N. Directory of Officers, 2010-11

President: Kathy Quatrochi 429-0861
Vice Pres.. VOLUNTEER NEEDED

Secretary:  Jann Sullivan  428-0685
Treasurer:  Cindy Adent 428-5276

Current Events & Contacts

1/5, 8am, ES
1/11, 1:30, ES

Laker F.U.N. Meeting:

Michigan Opera Theater:
Aesop’s Fables

Trivia Night: “Fiesta”
Co-Chair: Cindy Adent 428-5276or
Co-Chair: Jann Sullivan 428-0865
Register: Michele Armstrong 429-2510

1/15, ES (Adults)

Catholic Schools Week: 1/30-2/5

Chair: Sara Duris 463-3542
Winter F.U.N. Fest: 2/5, ES
Market Day: monthly orders

Chair: Tracy Glotzbach 428-8256
SCRIP: year-round

LMCES Office 429-0227
Sunshine Committee:

Heather Chapman 556-9395
Welcoming Committee:

Dot McNerney 556-9667

LMC Fund-Raising & Alumni Coordinator:
Chris Glendening 429-0227, EXit6

Navigator Submissions: Deadline: 2/9
jmathews@Imclakers.org

LMC Administrative Contacts:

Mr. Berlin, Executive Director & MS/HS Principal
jberlin@Imclakers.org 983-2511

Mr. Heath, Assistant Principal& Athletic Director.
gheath@Imclakers.org 983-3154

Mrs. Maher, Elementary School Principal
catholicprincipal@yahoo.com  429-0227

Mrs. Payovich, Director of Business Services:
cpayovich@Imclakers.org 983-5529

Mr. Russell Cutter, President, CCEC
ndfan1964@vahoo.cot

Laker F.U.N. News & Events

WOW! What a fabulous year we've had so far!
For starters, the Friday Fall Festival was a huge
success wittMary Speigel at the helm for the first
time. Rounding out the fall weekend was the
Halloween party with decorations done Bgn
Gaska and her crew. The party did not end until
well after the posted time—always a good sign!

Thank you toPhil Hegg and his team for another
successfuMuffins with Mom held on 11/19. This
was a well attended event as well, and it looklegl li
all the moms were having a good time getting
acquainted and re-acquainted. Thanks, guys!

Jeanette Conklin and Nicole Tubman deserve
credit for tackling the Homemade Pie & Dessert
Sale, baking on 11/20 and organizing pick-up on the
24™ It's a big job, and they made it look effortless
Also, | have to say a special THANK YOU to all
those who helped assemble pies on tH& Gasked

for more volunteers, and did | receive! There are
too many names for this space but all of you who
showed up on Saturday deserve a HUGE pat on the
back! Well done, Laker moms!

Julie Kessler got busy once again chairing the
annual Cookie Walk, held on 12/11-12 at the
parishes. As of this printing, | don’t know thdesa
numbers but | do know that the cookies that arrived
on the drop-off day on Friday looked irresistible.
Thank you to our bakers, drivers, sales help, and
Julie, of course.

Continued on next page




Mark your calendars for the Laker F.U.Nrivia
Night on Saturday, January 18" This is a
SUPER fun evening to bring out the CIiff Clavin in
all of us! This year's theme IBIESTA! so get
those sombreros and margaritas ready and round up
your 10-person team...it's going to be a fun night!
On-site baby-sitting is available for this adultdyo
event. A registration form is included in thisug

of The Navigator.Call one of our co-chair€indy
Adent, 428-5276 orJann Sullivan, 428-0865

Back on the student front, Laker F.U.N. is proud to
present the Michigan Opera Theater’s performance
of Aesop’s Fableson Tuesday, January 11 at
1:30pm at the elementary school. All are welcome!

| hope to see you at th@ext meeting on
Wednesday, January & at 8:15amin the muilti-
purpose room. Have a wonderful Advent and
Christmas SeasonKathy Quatrochi, President

Elementary Essentials from Mrs. Maher

Advent is the season of waiting; waiting for the
Christ Child. One of the many blessings | have is
watching as our students prepare a place in their
hearts for Jesus. Even though the holiday brings
gifts aplenty, they are acutely in tune to the
realization that December ®3%s the birthday of the
Savior.

This “focus” on Jesus, his birth and further saoeif

for our sins becomes a perfect filter for the gsing
on in a normal school day; both good and not-so-
good. It allows our joys and good deeds to be
placed at the foot of the manger in celebration and
thanksgiving. It also allows us to place our smso
and missteps there to be granted a perfect
forgiveness that only Christ can provide. Our

Deck (and Trek) the Halls

Hopefully as you've walked the halls of Lake
Michigan Catholic Elementary School you've
noticed the new artwork that lines the hallways.
Mr. John Adams has been kind enough to loan us
several of his framed prints. He is a life-long ar
lover and, throughout his life as he has traveledl a
visited art museums, he has purchased these prints.
The only stipulation he put on his purchases was he
had to have seen the original. He has acquired
several beautiful pieces, and we are grateful to be
able to enjoy them.

The artist who painted our Blessed Mother in our
Rosary Garden was touring our school and was so
impressed with the artwork throughout that he
asked if he could donate a piece to our collection.
The beautiful image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
print from his original, arrived in time for herdst

day on December 17 and is hanging in our early
childhood hallway.

Mrs. Mary Dudding, our art teacher, purchased an
original work from Mrs. Karen Garavalia, to
donate to the school. The image is of Jesus’ face
looking down as he dies on the cross. The
companion piece, Mary, his sorrowful mother, is
looking up at her dying son; this was donated to us
by the artist herself, Mrs. Garavalia. They are
hanging outside the art room. It is a moving
display. | can’t thank them enough for the gensrou
donations!

Market Day: Dinner & Book

Stock our library while stocking your freezer. plel
us earn $250 in books, and get a FREE Book Bag
Buddy with any purchase. Order on-line at

lessons become focused through the lens of Jesus aswww.marketday.comuntil 11 PM CST on January

we prepare for His coming.

All of us at Lake Michigan Catholic Elementary
School would like to wish the blessings of the
season to all our families. Have a prayerful fugst
joyful holiday with those you love.

Pie Bakers! Missing some utensils?

You'll need these if you plan to bake over the
holidays: KitchenAid 4-cup measuring pitcher,
Tupperware measuring cups, measuring spoon
set, KitchenAid mixing bowl flour guard

Please claim at the ES office.

19". If you have any questions or would like to
volunteer to help on pick-up days, please Tadlcy
Glotzbach at 428-8256




Sunshine Committee: A Reason to Rejoice

With the lighting of the rose candle on our wreaths
on this past '8 Sunday of the Advent season,
Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday, we are reminded of
Christ, the Light and Hope that brightens and
warms even the deepest part of a solemn season.

The aptly named Sunshine Committee has been
modeling that light and hope since its inceptiorrov
20 years ago. Current chairmahieather
Chapman and her teamshave been on top of
every need whenever they are called upon, and as
the thank you letters below attest, it's been anban
year for spreading the warmth around. Sunshine
Committee is a particularly good way for families
with young children to get involved at LMCES.
Call Heather at 556-93950r more information.

From the Estrada Family: Thank you very much
for the delicious meals we got. Our whole family
enjoyed them. It was a very nice gesture to help
new moms this way. | hope once | get back on
track to help you with this project. Warm regards
from theEstrada Family

From Mrs. Gallagher: My heartfelt thanks go to
the Laker family for the prayers, cards, flowers,
meals, and especially for all the care and concern
that you have shown me before and after
my surgery. | have been blessed with a very fast
recovery and am so thankful to be back with "my
kids." All the smiles and hugs that | continuegt

are best medicine ever. | am especially gratéisl t

From the Glendening Family: We are deeply
thankful for your support in the months before our
daughter Katie's recent brain surgery and now
during her recovery. We are grateful on so many
levels but most fundamentally for the prayers af ou
Laker and parish families—the students' daily
intentions, rosaries prayed on Katie's behalf, and
every prayer offered up for her well-being and
ours. Additionally, thanks are due to everyone,
from Katie's classmates and their parents, and the
school staff, fortheir patient understanding and
cooperation  with  the  various  physical
accommodations that were necessary before and
after the surgery. Your prayers have sustained us,
and we ask for your remembrance in the
coming year as we hope for the surgery to have
optimal results. GratefulyBryan and Amber
Glendening and Family

Navigator Co-Sponsorships Available

Support from Laker families and friends keeps the
elementary newslettelThe Navigator coming to
you in print form throughout the year. Currently,
there are three co-sponsorship slots availabléntor
remainder of the school year for these editions,
January/February (due 2/9), March/April (due
3/23), and May/June (due 5/25).

At $25 per co-sponsorship, you are welcome to
send a seasonal message, make the issue in honor or
memory of a special person, or advertise a business
service, or event. If you are interested in
contributing, please contaclan Mathews at

year to have been able to share once again the joy jmathews@Imclakers.org or call 429-0227

and sounds of Christmas with you at our Christmas
concerts. May God Bless our Laker Family. With
gratitude,Peggy Gallagher

From the Stover Family: Thank you so much for
the wonderful gift of dinner when our daughter
Ashley was born. Your kindness and caring mean
so much to us.The Stover’s, Matt, Missy, Emily,
Alex, Adam & Ashley

From the Simmons Family: Thank you for the
thoughtfulness of providing a meal for our family
during the period of my mother’s passing. What a
wonderful blessing it was during such a difficult
time. You made our lives much easier. May God
bless you all.Carolyn Simmons and Family

>
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Preschool with Mrs. Grundy,
Mrs. Cutter & Mrs. Glotzbach

Mrs. Cutter's and Mrs. Glotzbach’'s 3-year-old
students have continued to make great strides in
mastering the daily routine of preschool. In
November, we learned about fire safety and how
important it is to know what to do. We talked abou
our families, homes and neighborhoods. Our
Native American theme helped us to learn what it
was like to live long ago and led us into our womit
Thanksgiving. Everyone enjoyed sharing a mini-
feast in our classroom before the holiday break.

This month we are learning about the Advent
season and are anxiously waiting for the birth of
Jesus. The students have all been working hard to
help make baby Jesus’ manger softer. We add a
piece of straw (yarn) each time a child tells usof
“good deed” they have done. Keeping with Laker
tradition, the preschool classes are collectingybab
items, in honor of baby Jesus, to donate to
Birthright. This helps us to think of others and
reminds us that Jesus is the reason for the season.

Speaking of good deeds, Mrs. Glotzbach’'s class
would like to thankkim Caplea, Jennifer Knapp,
Christine Shull and Kim Bullock for helping out

in the classroom. Their help has kept our busy
room chugging along.

In Mrs. Grundy's 4-year-old classes, we are
learning our letters and numbers by using many
aspects of the Christmas season as our theme.
During ) week, we learned about the birth Jafsus
and practiced doing kind acts as presents for Jesus
For the letteik, we had somd&itchen fun making
delicious bread as our snack. At Christmastime, the
letter | reminds us to showove as we make secret
gifts for our parents, and practice the songs wk wi
sing for them at the Christmas program. Before
Christmas break we will have a birthday celebration
for Jesus and collect baby gifts to donate to
Birthright. We cannot think of a better way to

Junior Kindergarten with Mrs. Fields

Advent is a time of waiting. The Christmas season
is exciting and it is not always easy to wait for
Jesus' birthday. One way to count down the days is
to try to do good things to serve others. We are
collecting hats and gloves to give to the Readiness
Center for the boys and girls who have none. # is
good lesson to learn at a young age—appreciating
what we have yet not getting so wrapped up in
ourselves that we fail to see the needs of others.

Our December field trip to Sarett Nature Center was
so much fun. We listened to a very interesting
presentation on how the Native Americans of our
area lived and played long ago. The teepee was
surprisingly warm and snug, and we enjoyed
playing some of the games the Native American
children played. Back in the classroom, math lis al
about shapes...can you say sphere? New Letter
People, who also are different shapes, appear every
week to help us on the path to reading.

Kindergarten with Mrs. Kuehn

Kindergarteners have settled in for the long winter
months but unlike some mammals we've learned
about, we are not napping! We have been busy
learning our letters and numbers, and just this
month started reading out in the hallway with the
moms and dad who have volunteered to help us
learn! Our word wall is rapidly filling with newly
acquired words, and the children have started their
own Kindergarten spelling dictionaries to aid them
as they begin to write more independently!

Following the Thanksgiving holiday, the
Kindergarteners were joined by the JK “lower
classmen” on a trip to Sarett Nature Center tonlear
more about Native American’s lifestyle to conclude
our social studies unit. We got to sit in a reglpgee
around a fire while learning about Native American
children’s chores and the games. The children
learned that hacky sack has been around for a long

celebrate Jesus among us than to help the smallest time as they made their own out of corn husks.

of the small.

Continued on next page




After focusing on Old Testament stories, the Advent
and Christmas season brings a timely focus on the
New Testament with the Birth of Jesus. We joined
our fellow Lakers in a Christmas program to share
“the Good News” the Angel brought to Mary. We
will carry on the spirit of Christmas by bringing i
baby supplies as gifts for the mothers and children
who are served by the kind-hearted volunteers at
Birthright.

A warm winter greeting goes to our new student,
Camron P, who joined us in mid-December.
Camron, especially with 21 ready and willing
helpers, is settling in just fine. He brings witim
two brothers and a sister who are at LMCMS/HS.
Welcome, one and all, and in keeping with the
seasonwelcome, Lord Jesus!

1% Grade with Mrs. Petsovich & Mrs. Faris

November and December were busy months for the
1% Graders! We are now writing sentences with our
spelling words, and working on remembering to
begin each sentence with an uppercase letter and
ending each sentence with proper punctuation.
Season words have been incorporated into our word
wall, and many of those words showed up in our
letters to Santa that we typed in Computers.

We sadly said goodbye to our dear friendstias

Z. and Joseph W in December. Matias and his
family are starting a new chapter in their lives in
Seattle, Washington, and Joseph is moving to
Rochester, Michigan. Both boys were presented
with Lifetime Laker Awards. We wish Matias and
Joseph well, and we will miss them both!

The T Graders are patiently waiting for the birth of
Jesus, and marking the weeks by lighting a candle
on our Advent wreaths each week. Our Advent
trees are in the hallway and receive a new ornament
each day. We are learning the true joy of giving
this season. Instead of having a student gift
exchange, each child is doing chores around the
house to earn five dollars to give Sister Paulita

and the Readiness Center We are learning the
true meaning of giving at Christmas, instead of
receiving.

When Mrs. Gallagher returned from her surgery,
all the students jumped right into preparing fog th
Christmas program. We have been singing our
hearts out, grateful for her return and the
orchestration of another night of sharing the jof/s
the season through song.

2" Grade with Mr. Deja,
Mrs. Fish & Mrs. Mills

Dear Diary,

| never knew second grade could be so much fun!
On November 19 we went to Sarett Nature
Center. The real wigwam was really cool. We got
to make fire, without matches bwith permission
Now | know how Indians got so smart. They kept
asking, "How?"

Father Bill chose names for Mary and Joseph for
the Christmas progranGabriela S. and Nate G.

got their names picked. Maybe I'll be an angelt B
yet, when Uncle Bill talks to me he says, "Youditt
devil!"

I'm getting to be a really good reader. My teacher
says that | can start choosing harder books. We
read Charlie and the Chocolate Factomn class,
and guess what? We get to visit a real chocolate
factory in the spring for a field trip. I'm bringg
extra money. | wonder if Willie Wonka will be
there.

Math is getting harder but | am keeping up. 1 like
the timed test that the teacher gives. My brainkaor
so hard.

Well, that's the way it all adds up. | can't waritil
Christmas! | am so excited! Me

P.S. To Whom It May Concernt have been
MOSTLY good this year.




3'Y Grade with Mrs. Bodley & Mrs. Kurina

The 3% Graders have been moving along strong and
steady. The students have been working diligently
on their writing skills. They have written many
stories ranging from aliens to a day in the lifeaof
3 grader. While walking through the halls, take
the time to browse at their work found outside of
our classrooms. We could possibly have the next
J.K. Rowling in the building.

In addition, Mrs. Bodley and Mrs. Kurina are
particularly pleased with the students’ mastery of
cursive writing. In January the students will be
writing all their assignments in cursive. They can
hardly wait! They are also working on memorizing
their multiplication facts, and will challenge
themselves to do their best on daily time teststhB
classes have completed several group novels and
projects, including Sarah Plain and Talland
Punished with many more to come. By the end of
the year, the "8 Graders will have covered the
realistic, historical, fantasy, humor, biographpda
poetry genres in their guided reading and related
projects that help them understand setting, pldt an
the fascinating ways that authors craft words to
convey ideas.

The holiday season is quickly approaching.
Holiday rehearsals, celebrations and activities on
top of our regular schoolwork keep us busy.
Performing at the Christmas program and
celebrating at our parties are always highlights of
the month. In the midst of the fun, we still must
maintain a generous spirit. During Advent, th& 3
Graders are learning the true meaning of Christmas
in giving to others. We are gathering gifts foe th
children at the Catholic Community Center because
we know thatwhere there is true charity and love,
there is God

4™ Grade with Mrs. Binger & Mrs. Zetts
and News Team 4

‘Twas the weeks before Christmas
and all through % Grade
we were learning multiplication
and practicing our plays.
The 4" Grade sometimes sat
all snug in our desks
while visions of digestive system parts
danced in our heads.
Our family tree projects hung in the hall
in hopes that they'd be read
and admired before they would fall.
We wrote in our immigrant journals
of days long ago
while we learned of the country
from which we did go.
As the ground turned to dirt
with traces of white
we knew in our heads
that the season’s just right.
So with all our excitement and the™3o near,
we want to leave one message
we think you should hear:
“Merry Christmas to all and a Happy New Year!”

Oh, what's this? Another treat in our class
stocking? Goodness! It's a trip to the Kalamazoo
Valley Museum! We don’'t know how the nice
people who award the Target Field Trip Grants
managed to get a whole bus and enough fun for the
whole 4" Grade packed into our stocking in time for
Christmas but it is the season for miracles. Thank
Target—this gift is the marshmallow in our cocoa




5" Grade with Mrs. LaSata & Mrs. Miller
and 5™ Grade Reporters Max Busch,
Addie Peters, & Gabe Brunner

We have had a couple of months to get to know our
new teacher, Mrs. Miller. She is a very young,
smart, and a great teacher. She is also our gcienc
teacher so we only have one part of the day for
science but it is better than nothing. We hope tha
she will be at our Lake Michigan Catholic
Elementary school for a long time because of her
great teaching skills.

We started band this year. Mr. Jarvie did a great
job teaching us the beautiful music that we

performed on December 6th at our Christmas

concert. We have a lot of instruments, 39 in all.

We have 6 saxophones, 17 trumpets, 6 clarinets, 6
trombones, and 4 flutes.

Our masses are getting very good because of the
servers that we have. The 5th Grade servers are
Dominic D., Jacob K, Anna L., Jeffery M., Mark

S, Pete S.,Jesse S.Lauren O., Peter M., and
Gabe B.

We are doing a science journal on our hermit crabs.
In every science class, a different group of sttglen
takes notes on the temperature, light conditiond, a
how full the food and water bowls are, and then
they write a caption on what the hermit crabs are
doing.

The whole 5th Grade is doing Book-1t. We have a
reading log where we have to read a certain amount
of minutes. Every time you read, you write down
the amount of time you read. This month we have to
read 600 minutes.

In Social Studies, we are busy learning about the
formation of the United States. It is all very

interesting to find out how our country grew to be

what it is today.

Lakers Top the DAR Essay Contest

Immersing themselves in the experience of a
Revolutionary War patriot was the task set before
students in 8 Grade and Middle school by the
DAR. LakersNick M., a 8" Grader, and"7 Grader
Hannah K. won T' place in their levels with their
interpretations of the “Memoirs of Paul Revere.”
Their papers will be submitted to the state
competition. Nick and Hannah weren't alone at the
top. Their classmate§ommy K. and Sarah M.
earned ¥ place for their writing efforts. The DAR
essay contest is assigned at the very beginning of
the school year, and requires discipline to stay on
deadline while delivering quality writing.  All of
these students did an excellent job with reseanch a
developing unique perspectives to the topic

Physical Education News from Dr. Learman

For grades K-5 we have been working on vertical
jumping, underhand throwing, and hopping. All of
these build fine motor skills, as well as help
students understand basic body mechanics. We will
continue to work on aerobic fithess and flexibility
though out the year.

For vertical jump & hopping, your child should
know and be able to demonstrate the following:

1. proper stance
2. proper crouch
3. proper jumpl/lift off

For underhand throwing, your child should know
and be able to demonstrate the following:

1. proper grip

2. proper aim

3. stepping with the opposite leg
4. arm back

5. arm forward and follow through

The underhand throw is a motion that applies to
many sports, both competitive and social.
December’s bowling unit is a great example where
a controlled underhand throw is more important
than power. Bowling is fun for all ages, and more
so for kids when they have the skills to be
successful. Now that bowling alleys are smoke-
free, the sport is an even better family activity.
Many bowling alleys offer discounts during
Christmas break. Consider a trip to our local
alleys—parents may be surprised, or even eclipsed,
by their kids’ scores.



Scouting Around at L MCES

2" Grade Brownie Troop #30522: Fall has
proven to be a bountiful time for our troop in
learning new things! Our Octoberlgheeting had
special visitors.the St. Joseph Township Fire
Department! Our local firemen spent the afternoon
with our Brownies to teach them Fire Safety. We
physically practiced the FOUR STEPS needed if
your clothes catch on fire. STOP, DROP, COVER
(FACE) and ROLL. We learned that covering your
face is a new step in the process of protecting
yourself or others from fire.

November i meeting was a day of celebration!
Not only was it All Saints Day but a birthday
celebration as well for Juliette Low, the Girl Stou
founder. We spent our day learning about Mrs.
Low, born on October 31, 1860, and the fun things
she did as a child, and her important
accomplishments as an adult. We ended the day
singingHappy Birthdayand eating cupcakes on our
sit-upons. Continuing in November, we visited
both Curious Kids Museums above and below the
bluff. Space Exploration was the task for the day.
The Brownies dressed up as astronauts, took
moonwalks, and learned a bit about gravity and our
planets and stars.

Bark it up for December! We had a blast joining

our four-legged friends in the Reindog Parade. It
was a day of marching, petting, singing and

enjoying hot cocoa on a very sunny winter day.

Caring and sharing was our next meeting’'s theme.
We made a scrapbook about each girl’s friends, and
made chocolate-dipped pretzels for our families and
the LMC cookie drive. Our upcoming Christmas

party will celebrate the birth of our Savior, and

we’ll learn how other children celebrate this

wonderful season around the world.

The New Year will bring more wonderful events to
experience, including our famoussirl Scout
Cookie Sale Event The sale starts on January"4
and cookies will be available for sale through
March 14". Be sure to support not only our
Brownie troop but our other LMC Girl Scout troops
as well. Please contact the LMC Elementary office
to reach your particular grade level troop leader.
Have a happy and safe Christmas Season and a
healthy New Year!

Boy Scout Troop #624: What happens to LMC'’s

Pack 624 Cub Scouts aftef" iyrade when they

complete their time as Webelos 1I's? If they want
to continue their Scouting activities and become
Eagle Scouts, they follow the tradition of dozefis o
LMC Cubs and join Boy Scout Troop 624. For the
boys, there are fun activities like the monthly

campouts, horseback riding, rock climbing,
overnight stays on a submarine, exploring
Chinatown in Chicago, and week-long high

adventure trips in the summertime canoeing the
Boundary Waters, whitewater rafting, and camping
on an island in Wisconsin’s Turtle Flambeau.

For parents, there’s the comfort of knowing tha th
Catholic environment you chose for your son at
LMC is reinforced by the Troop leadership, and the
well-planned and proven program to guide your son
to Eagle rank. Troop 624 is chartered by St. Josep
Catholic Church—-Beacon Mike Gallagheris the
church representative, and also interacts with the
Scouts at meetings and on campouts. Laker Eagles
and Scoutslohn Golob, Andrew Graeber, Nick
Barden, Austin Juza, andAndrew Phillips invite

all Pack 624 Webelos Il Scouts to continue the
Laker tradition and join Troop 624!

| Don't fOrget!
Girl Scout Cookig Sales









